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said that a peace in conformity with the Frankfort
propositions would be for the sovereigns of the coali-
tion a confirmation at once honorable and prudent.
What strength Napoleon would have had, if, at once
acting on the propositions that had been made to him
he had accepted them unreservedly, and had imme-
diately convoked the Legislative Body to announce
the good news! This would have secured for him
the approval of public opinion, not merely in France,
but in all Europe. Instead of that, what did he do ?
He replied November 16, but his answer was evasive.
He designated Mannheim as the place for the meet-
ing of the future Congress, but he threw no light on
the propositions that had been made. He feared to
show by a hasty agreement the impotence to which
he was reduced, and France, even with its natural
frontiers, seemed too narrow for him. The thought
of having squandered in vain so many human lives
beyond the Rhine, the Alps, and the Pyrenees, dis-
turbed and tormented him like a feebleness, a humil-
iation, a remorse. He thought that there would
always be time enough for such a confession. Hav-
ing been so long accustomed to be the master over
others, this haughty sovereign could not be satisfied
with being master at home. Hence he let slip through
his fingers the last moment of respite that fortune
granted him before leaving him forever; and when,
December 2, he at last decided to accept the Frank-
fort propositions, the allies, who had learned the true
state of affairs, declined to grant them. Traitors